
Yachts moored at the marina in Seward, Alaska

Gone Fishi ng
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Gone Fishi ng

F rom Melvi l le’s  Ahab and the white  whale  to 
Hemingway’s Santiago and his marlin, stories 
about deep-sea fishing are fodder for legend. These 
captivating tales of man versus beast have inspired 
generations of fishermen to take to the seas in search 

of their own open-water adventures. Each year, more than thirty 
million Americans enjoy some version of fishing, whether in fresh 
or salt water, for sport or for sustenance. While lake and river 

fishing are more common by far, deep-sea fishing elevates the sport 
to a different level. Bodies of water more than 100-feet deep entice 
anglers with the promise of trophy catches like marlin, swordfish 
and tuna. 

These seven picturesque deep-sea-fishing sites across the globe 
make it easy to enjoy this thrilling sea sport. Just be sure to bring a 
sense of adventure, patience and strength—and a little bit of luck 
never hurts. 
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Hawaii
LOCAL CATCH
Mahimahi, swordfish, spearfish, sailfish, dol-
phinfish, wahoo (known locally as ono), 
bigeye and yellowfin tuna (ahi), skipjack tuna 
(aku) and marlin 

FISHING SEASON
Year-round, though some months are better 
for certain species. Dolphinfish are most 
abundant from March through May. June, 
July and August are best for catching yel-
lowfin tuna. Visit between September and 
November for marlin.

Lush scenery, a tropical climate and an unhur-
ried ambience make Hawaii one of the world’s 
most sought-after travel destinations. This 
stunning archipelago is comprised of eight 
small islands—six of which are inhabited—
which makes for ideal fishing conditions. The 
Kona Coast of Hawaii Island, in particular, 
offers outstanding big-game fishing. Each 
summer, this region hosts the Hawaiian 
International Billfish Tournament, consid-
ered one of the world’s premier fishing events. 

“The ecology of [Hawaii] provides calm 
water for fishing along the coastlines of the is-
lands,” says Frank Hernandez, chef concierge 
at Halekulani in Waikiki. The Hawaii Marlin 
Tournament Series draws serious anglers 
from June through September, but the consis-
tent climate makes recreational fishing a year-
round pursuit. “Fishing in Hawaii knows no 
season. There’s always something to catch,” 
says Hernandez. 

Area Alliance Partners
Hawaii

Hotels
Halekulani; Honolulu
Mauna Lani Bay Hotel & Bungalows;  
Kohala Coast
The St. Regis Princeville Resort; Princeville

Villas
Cuvee Escapes
LaCure Villas

Yachts & Cruises
Crystal Cruises
Seabourn
Sea Cloud Cruises
Silversea
Un-Cruise

TOP: Lahaina Harbor in Maui, Hawaii MIDDLE LEFT: 
School of grunts and snapper in a Caribbean reef  
MIDDLE RIGHT: Marlin is the quintessential big-game 
fish. BOTTOM: Boats anchored in the port city of  
Sciacca, Sicily

36 |   APRIL/MAY/JUNE 2015  ANDREWHARPER.COM



Sicily
LOCAL CATCH
Grouper, dentex, red snapper (pargo), amber-
jack, bluefin tuna, swordfish, sea bream, 
mackerel, barracuda and sea bass

FISHING SEASON
April through December

Thought to have human inhabitants since 
roughly 12,000 B.C., Sicily is rich with cul-
ture. The island is home to six World Heritage 
sites, including Mt. Etna, one of the most 
active volcanoes on the planet. However, the 
island’s appeal transcends its ancient heritage. 
Alongside the ancient ruins and landmarks, 
travelers to this southern Italian favorite can 
enjoy sun, saltwater and a relaxed seaside 
lifestyle.

Sicily is the largest island in the Medi-
terranean Sea, and almost all of the types 
of fish that inhabit this body of water swim 
through the Sicilian Channel nearby. Also 
known as the Straits of Sicily, this 100-mile 
wide waterway separates Sicily from Tunisia 
and is dotted with small islands both inhab-
ited and uninhabited. “Sicily offers a great 
variety of fishing species and the opportunity 
to [use] different fishing techniques to catch 
them,” says Emanuele Venezia, concierge at 
Rocco Forte Verdura Resort.

Area Alliance Partners
Sicily

Hotels
Belmond Grand Hotel Timeo; Taormina
Hotel Villa Ducale; Taormina
Rocco Forte Verdura Resort; Sciacca

Villas
LaCure Villas

Destination Specialists
A&K Europe
Absolute Italy
IC Bellagio

Alaska
LOCAL CATCH
Salmon (king, coho, sockeye, pink and chum), 
halibut and cod

FISHING SEASON
Year-round; weather and sport-fishing condi-
tions are best between May and September 

While Alaska isn’t known for its beaches, 
in truth it boasts more ocean coastline than any 
other state. Accordingly, the “Last Frontier”  
offers ample opportunity for sport fishing.

“Alaska has such prolific fishing waters 
that almost everyone catches something,” 
says Martin Behr, president of National 
Parks Revealed. Charter a boat from one 
of four main ports— Juneau, Skagway, 
Sitka and Ketchikan—or opt to stay in a 
fishing-focused lodge equipped with its own 
gear and vessels. Anglers of all skill levels can 
participate in the Alaska Department of Fish 
and Game’s Five Salmon Family certificate 
program, which challenges families to catch 
all five species of Pacific salmon commonly 
found throughout the state. Travelers wishing 
to enjoy their Alaskan catch long after they’ve 
left can arrange to have their haul cleaned, 
frozen, vacuum-packed and shipped home. 
As Behr says, “anyone can serve fish from the 
supermarket, but those don’t come with great 
stories.”

Area Alliance Partners
Alaska

Hotels
Tikchik Narrows Lodge; on Tikchik Lake

Yachts & Cruises
Crystal Cruises
Midnight Sun
Seabourn
Silversea
Un-Cruise 

Destination Specialists
Entrée Alaska

Mozambique
LOCAL CATCH
King mackerel, queen mackerel, marlin,  
sailfish, tuna, giant trevally, wahoo and  
mahimahi (dorado)

FISHING SEASON
Year-round for most types of fish, with set 
windows for specific species. Marlin season 
runs from October through March; sailfish 
are present during July and August as well as 
October through March.

In Mozambique, anglers cast their lines into 
the Indian Ocean in the hopes of hooking 
game fish like giant black marlins, wahoo and 
sailfish. In fact, the waters off of Mozambique 
are the only place in the Indian Ocean known 

to have produced a black marlin weighing 
more than 1,000 pounds, which was caught 
in 1998. Two archipelagos off of the African 
nation’s eastern coast create underwater con-
ditions that corral baitfish, attracting bigger 
game to the area. 

“ Th e  B a z a r u t o  Arc h i p e l a g o  a n d 
Quirimbas Archipelago have some of the 
best big game, reef and bill fishing in the 
Indian Ocean,” says Krista North, sales and 
marketing manager at Azura Benguerra 
& Azura Quilalea. To protect this valuable 
resource, the properties have taken steps to 
ensure the survival of the natural ecosystem.

“We have established the island’s first 
no-fishing zone to protect the seas around us 
and help to guard Africa’s last viable popula-
tion of the elusive dugong [a unique marine 
mammal related to the manatee],” North says.

Area Alliance Partners
Mozambique

Hotels
Azura Benguerra Island; Benguerra Island
Azura Quilalea Private Island; Quilalea Island

Belize
LOCAL CATCH
Snapper, snook, bonefish, tarpon, permit, 
jacks and barracuda

FISHING SEASON
Year-round, but certain fish are most abun-
dant during specific periods. Look for 
permit from February to May, tarpon from 
April through September, bonefish from 
April through October, and reef fish from 
December through August.

From dense rainforests to white-sand beach-
es, the unspoiled natural landscape of 
Belize attracts almost 300,000 visitors 
annually. No matter the time of year, the 
air temperature rarely varies by more than 
10 degrees, making this Central American  
nation a reliable spot for fishing the crystal-
line waters of the Caribbean Sea. Spanning 
roughly 180 miles, the Belize Barrier Reef 
is the largest in North America—second in 
the world only to Australia’s Great Barrier 
Reef. Just beyond the reef, the depth of 
the water increases significantly, offering 
fantastic conditions for reeling in a big 
catch. Eco-friendly anglers can enjoy catch-
and-release fishing in designated Marine  
Reserve areas. 
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Area Alliance Partners
Phuket

Hotels
Amanpuri; Phuket
Trisara; Phuket

Villas
LaCure Villas

Yachts & Cruises
Crystal Cruises
Seabourn
Silversea

Destination Specialists
Asia Transpacific Journeys

DEEP-SEA FISHING  
TOURNAMENTS

APRIL
• World Sailfish Championship  

(Key West, FL, USA)
• Offshore World Championship 

(Quepos, Costa Rica)

MAY
• Armed Services Combat Fishing 

Tournament (Seward, AK, USA)

JUNE
• Islamorada Dolphin Tournament 

(Islamorada, FL, USA)

JUNE-SEPTEMBER
• Hawaii Marlin Tournament Series 

(multiple sites in Hawaii)

JULY
• Blue Marlin World Cup 

(worldwide)

AUGUST
• Hawaii International Billfish  

Tournament (Kona, HI, USA)

OCTOBER
• Belkin Spectacular Blue Water 

Billfish Tournament  
(Ambergris Caye, Belize)

• Bisbee’s Black & Blue Marlin  
Tournament (Los Cabos, Mexico)

NOVEMBER
• Phuket International Sport  

Fishing Championship  
(Phuket, Thailand)

Area Alliance Partners
Belize

Hotels
Cayo Espanto; Ambergris Caye
Victoria House Resort; Ambergris Caye 
 
Yachts and Cruises
All Yachts Worldwide
Crystal Cruises
Seabourn
Sea Cloud Cruises
Silversea

Florida Keys
LOCAL CATCH
Sailfish, blue marlin, white marlin, snook, 
swordfish, wahoo, tuna, tarpon, permit, 
shark, barracuda, snapper and grouper

FISHING SEASON
Year-round, with species-specific windows. 
Sailfish season runs November through 
March, kingfish are easiest to catch from 
September through March, and tarpon are 
more abundant from April through July. 

More than 125 miles of land and sea make up 
the arc of islands known as the Florida Keys. 
Sandwiched between Florida Bay and the 
Atlantic Ocean, the Keys are home to sport 
fishing sites appropriate for both experts and 
novices alike.

“[At Little Palm Island on Little Torch 
Key] we rarely get professional anglers and 
are accustomed to teaching new anglers how 
to enjoy the sport,” says Bill Foster, area di-
rector of sales and marketing at Noble House 

Hotels & Resorts. However, roughly 54 miles 
to the northeast lies Islamorada, known as 
the “Sport Fishing Capital of the World” and 
home to one of the largest fleets of charter 
boats in the country. Rich waters from the 
Gulf Stream current, combined with large 
schools of baitfish, create exceptional fishing 
conditions in this area. 

Area Alliance Partners
Florida Keys

Hotels
Little Palm Island Resort & Spa;  
Little Torch Key

Destination Specialists
National Parks Revealed

Yachts and Cruises
All Yachts Worldwide
Crystal Cruises
Seabourn
Silversea

Phuket
LOCAL CATCH
King mackerel, tuna, dorado, giant trevally, 
long-nosed emperor, red snapper, grouper, 
marlin

FISHING SEASON
Year-round, though some months are better 
for certain species. Marlin inhabit the area 
from October through March. August through 
January are the best months for wahoo. Look 
for giant trevally in March and April and then 
again in October through December.

Set off the west coast of Thailand, the island 
of Phuket juts into the deep-blue Andaman 
Sea. Stunning mountain terrain covers more 
than half of this 222-square-mile paradise, but 
the landscape beneath the surface of the sea is 
just as spellbinding. The area boasts arguably 
the best deep-sea fishing in Thailand, with 
species like marlin and king mackerel ripe 
for the taking; the team at Trisara Hotel 
recommends casting near the islands of Koh 
Kaew or Koh Racha Yai, where emerald 
green waters offer a spectacular and unusual 
backdrop for a day at sea. The Phuket Fishing 
Association charters vessels ranging from 
budget to high-end for trips lasting a day, a 
night, or longer. No matter the duration, a 
deep-sea fishing excursion offers the perfect 
opportunity to explore one of the 32 nearby is-
lands that dot the seas surrounding Phuket.  

Rainbow fish caught near Phuket, Thailand 
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A pier in Caye Caulker, Belize

Sunset over a marina in Phuket, Thailand  

 Yachts docked in the Florida Keys
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