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ROME, ITALY – Nestled in the middle 
of Rome, this is one of the Eternal 
City’s oldest and most exclusive hotels, 
located literally steps away from famed 
attractions such as Via Veneto, the 
Spanish Steps and Via Condotti’s haute 
couture shopping. 

The elegant comfort begins in the 
foyer which resembles a cozy, private 
living room with its welcoming fireplace. 
The decadence continues at the well-
known rooftop garden restaurant, La 
Terrazza dell’Eden, in the fitness center 
and throughout the 121 handsomely 
appointed rooms. As one Andrew Harper 
member raves, “[It was] one of the nicest 
rooms we’ve ever had in Europe!”
Recommended since 1995.

SPECIAL OFFER: Third Night Free Pay for 
two nights and receive the third night free. 
ALSO INCLUDES Harper member benefits and 
any standard inclusions. DATES O!er is valid 
on new bookings only, for travel from July 15 
to Aug. 31, 2012, based on availability and not 
combinable with other promotions.

   Andrew Harper members receive: 
the best available non-restricted rates; an 
upgrade, when available on check-in; daily 
full breakfast served at the restaurant; a 
complimentary drink per person at the hotel’s 
panoramic bar, La Terrazza; and late checkout, 
when available. 

Standard rate inclusions: daily newspaper 
and access to the fitness center.

Hotel Eden Il Salviatino
FLORENCE, ITALY – Set in the hills 
overlooking Florence, Il Salviatino 
merges the charm of a 15th-century villa 
with modern amenities and elegant cui-
sine. Sprawling private gardens surround 
the 45 rooms and suites of this 2011 
Andrew Harper Grand Award winner. One 
Andrew Harper member recalls his stay 
as, “the finest hotel experience I have 
had anywhere.”

Spa Il Salviatino, the newest addition 
to the property, opened earlier this year. 
The cozy quarters o!er an array of treat-
ments and massages infused with local 
ingredients, including exfoliating red wine 
and grape seed, moisturizing olive oil and 
the stimulating spice of Tuscan wood. 
Recommended since 2010; 2011 Grand 

Award Winner; 2011 Readers’ Choice Award, 

#15, Top 20 International Hideaways.

SPECIAL OFFER: Relax in Florence with 
Two Spa Days When you book two nights for 
two guests, receive a two-hour spa treatment 
per person one day and a one-hour spa 
treatment per person on the other day, daily 
breakfast and one three-course dinner at Il 
Salviatino restaurant (drinks not included). 
Package priced from 1,260 EUR. ALSO 
INCLUDES Harper member benefits and any 
standard rate inclusions. DATES O!er is valid 
on new reservations only, for travel through 
Dec. 28, 2012, based on availability, and not 
combinable with other promotions.

   Andrew Harper members receive: 
preferred rates; an upgrade, when available on 
check-in; VIP welcome amenities per room; a 
30-minute spa treatment per room; a 4 p.m. 
late checkout, when available; and a farewell 
amenity per room.

Standard rate inclusions: service charge, 
daily American à la carte breakfast served at 
the restaurant or in room, fitness center access, 
city center shuttle service, Wi-Fi and parking. 

Rome— 
Capital 
of Style
Numerous European cities have 
conspicuously stylish inhabitants. 
Although I am sure that the Parisians 
think theirs is self-evidently the capital 
of style, Rome is my personal candidate 
for the honor. This preference dates 
from a warm May evening, when I 
decided to kill time by taking a circu-
itous route to an appointment at Rosati, 
a well-known café on the Piazza del 
Popolo. As I was staying at the Hassler 
Hotel, I descended the Spanish Steps, 
wandered down the Via Condotti to 
the Corso and then strolled along the 
city’s great central artery to the piazza. 
Along the way, I became increasingly 
enraptured by the beauty of its citizens, 
both male and female. Not only were 
the people exceptionally good-looking, 
they were dressed with a carefully stud-
ied flamboyance that would have been 
impossible for a northern European. 
And perhaps herein lies a crucial differ-
ence: the Romans live in a city that is 
consistently warm and sunny, whereas 
the Parisians exist for much of the year 
beneath a roof of scudding gray clouds.

Although the Sherpas live in the foothills on the southern flank of 
Mount Everest, they are actually people of Tibetan origin. Over the 
centuries they carved out a niche for themselves as mountain guides, 
escorting traders across the high Himalayan passes. Their celebrated 
exploits with mountaineering expeditions came in the 20th century 
and culminated in Tenzin Norgay’s 1953 ascent of Everest with New 
Zealander, Edmund Hillary. 

Today, Sherpa leaders, or sirdars, are in charge of most organized treks 
in the Himalayas and it has been my good fortune to spend time in the 
company of several outstanding individuals. All the clichés about the 
Sherpas turn out to be true: they are tough, generous, brave, uncom-
plaining and good-humored. It would be hard to think of a more 
endearing and admirable combination of virtues. Even though moun-
taineering and tourism have brought a degree of prosperity, theirs is 
still a hard life. A distressing number of young Sherpa men lose their 
lives on the great peaks every year, and even more succumb to diseases 
such as tuberculosis. But like their cousins, the Tibetans, the Sherpas 
are seldom seen without the light of a smile in their eyes.

I remember chatting with Ang Nima, the sirdar of a trek in the Anna-
purna foothills. We were sitting in a grassy meadow at 6,000 feet, 
gazing up at a gigantic snow-covered massif. “This time last week 
I was on the summit of Everest,” Ang Nima remarked, almost as an 
aside. Clearly, for him, this was a perfectly normal weekly commute.
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Botswana is a southern African country about the size 
of Texas, much of which is covered by the semi-arid 
grassland of the Kalahari. In the delightful novels of 
Alexander McCall Smith (of which “The No. 1 Ladies’ 
Detective Agency” is the best-known), Botswana is 
portrayed as a kind of earthly paradise. It is prosperous 
and peaceful and its contented inhabitants consistently 
marvel at their great good fortune. In fact, it does bear 
a passing resemblance to the idyllic land of McCall 
Smith’s imagination. Botswana has the world’s largest 
diamond mine and only two million people, so there 
is money to go around, and the standards of educa-
tion and health care are extremely high. Other African 
countries have natural assets—Nigeria, for example, 
has oil—but generally the profits get siphoned off 
by a kleptocratic elite. Not in Botswana, where large 
posters everywhere proclaim zero-tolerance for cor-
ruption and draconian penalties for offenders.

I think that Botswana is my favorite African country: 
it is safe; there is little tribal friction; and unlike neigh-
boring South Africa, there is no racial animosity. And 
its diamond wealth enables the government to take a 
civilized and planned approach to tourism. As a result, 
the great game areas, of which the most famous is the 
Okavango Delta, are unspoiled and teem with mil-
lions of animals. It is easy to become gloomy when 
contemplating the future in many parts of Africa, but 
Botswana provides solid reason for hope.
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“This time last week I was on the summit 
of Everest,” Ang Nima remarked, almost 
as an aside. Clearly, for him, this was a 

perfectly normal weekly commute.”
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