
A WELL- 
DEVELOPED 
SENSE OF TASTE
L’Andana Tenuta La  
Badiola Taste factors prominently at 
this former Medici villa, the vision of 
acclaimed chef Alain Ducasse. L’Andana 
provides a total sensory experience, from 
the gourmand spa, infusing the pleasure 
of eating into traditional wellness, to the 
property’s fragrant cypress and pine trees. 
Guests of the 33 rooms and suites can 
satiate cravings at La Villa, serving a 
seasonal menu all day, and at the dinner-
only Trattoria Toscana. A short drive away, 
Petra wine cellar serves fine reds amidst 
stunning views of Elba and Corsica.

SPECIAL OFFER 
Experience a gourmet stay in Tuscany 
with three nights in a Junior Suite, a 
cooking class and wine-tasting for two, 
from 1,539 EUR. ALSO INCLUDES Harper 
member privileges. DATES O!er is valid 
for stays from April 1 to Dec. 28, 2011, 
excluding July and August, based on 
availability. Must book before May 15, 
2011. 

MEMBER PRIVILEGES  
L’ANDANA TENUTA LA BADIOLA

Andrew Harper members receive: 
preferred rates; an upgrade, when 
available upon check-in; lunch at the
hotel (excluding beverages) per person, 
per stay; and use of the on-site golf 
driving range.

ITALY |  TUSCANY

is at one of the neighborhood restaurants.  
“We highly recommend The Painted Lady, 
Tina’s, Red Hills Provincial Dining and The 
Joel Palmer House,” says Utz.

Savory South America: 
Salta, Argentina
Hovering near the equator in a mountain-
ous region in far north Argentina, is the wine  
region of Salta. The vineyards here reap the re-
wards of the higher altitude and lower latitude, 
which one source wrote, “allows the grapes 
to develop phenolic ripeness while retaining 
good acidity,” which is really just a fancy way 
of saying they make a great glass of wine. 
 Tours of the area’s wineries afford the  
opportunity to experience a host of notable 
Cabernet Sauvignons, Malbecs, Syrahs and 
Chardonnays, as well as a variety made from a 
grape grown only in Argentina, the Torrontes. 
Frowned upon in some winemaking circles, 
the Torrontes seems to work quite well here. 
 What also works wonderfully well here is 
the fact that the vicinage gets more than 300 
days of sunshine a year. Equally delicious, and 
what puts Salta on many an oenophile’s itin-
erary, is the setting, a postcard-worthy terrain 
that ranges from cloud-busting peaks to wind-
swept prairies.

The Bargain of the Bunch: 
Cape Town, South Africa
“The South African wine region near Cape 
Town wouldn’t make most top five lists, but 
I encourage all of our members to visit— 
especially those on the way to a safari— 
for the amazing scenery, unique cuisine and 
culture, and engaging local personalities,”  
advises Oates. “Plus, this region still offers the 
biggest bargains in luxury travel compared to 
the more discovered wine regions.”
 Oates’ statement doesn’t mean the wine 
here isn’t great. “The soils and weather condi-
tions for wines produced in the Cape vary sig-
nificantly within a seemingly short distance,” 
explains Simon Mandy, marketing and opera-
tions manager of the Royal Portfolio family of 
hotels, which includes the stunning La Resi-
dence, 45 minutes east of Cape Town. “The 
hotter region of Franschhoek, for example, 

where our grapes are planted, produces big, 
rich, terrior-driven red wines, many of which 
have scored highly in the international compe-
titions and publications.” 
 Naturally, properties such as La Residence 
take full advantage of the situation. “The vine-
yards at La Residence are very small and situ-
ated directly in front of the hotel. Guests can 
be led into the vineyards by one of our staff 
members or casually stroll through unaccom-
panied,” says Mandy. “We also offer tastings 
for guests where we sample our two varietals 
and compare them to other wines from the 
valley, and we intend on incorporating guests 
into the harvest and production. Additionally, 
we offer extensive wine tours to the top cellars 
in the region, with preferential tastings with 
winemakers and owners. Franschhoek has 
other lovely wine activities as well. A sabrage 
at one of the wineries is regularly enjoyed, as  
is wine-tasting on horseback.”

Understated Excellence: 
Marlborough, New Zealand
Blair Gibbs, the GM of Spy Valley Wines and 
among New Zealand’s winemaking elite, was 
described in a 2009 article as “one of the most 
unassuming chaps you could ever wish to meet.” 
That description may well also suit Marlbor-
ough’s standing as one of the world’s top wine 
destinations—it may not be as in-your-face as 

A hand-picker at Spy Valley 
Winery, New Zealand
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