
Mardi Gras World
Where Mardi Gras is Made!



Prepare to be dazzled as 
you step inside the doors 
of New Orleans’ most 

over-the-top attraction. Mardi 
Gras World is a place like no 
other, a 250,000-square-foot 
wonderland of colors, sights 
and spectacle. Here, some 
of the world’s most talented 
builders, designers, artists and 
craftspeople collaborate to create 
thousands of awe-inspiring 
parade floats, props and 
costumes every year. And unlike 
most other working facilities 
of this enormous magnitude, 
Mardi Gras World invites fans 
and revelers to be part of the 
excitement as it happens.
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What began as a small 
business in 1932 
today produces an 

astounding 90% of all Mardi 
Gras floats. That’s over 280 
floats for Mardi Gras alone, 
plus hundreds more for festive 
events across the globe. Add 
to that thousands of props, 
costumes and decorations, and 
it’s no surprise that over 150,000 
visitors come from near and 
far each year to experience the 
magic of Mardi Gras World. 

New Orleans Mardi Gras was 
not always the over-the-top 
extravaganza that the world 
now knows and loves. While 
Carnival dates back over 5,000 
years, the first such celebration 
in North America was in 1699, 
even before the city of New 
Orleans was founded. 

The city first honored Mardi 
Gras with a parade in the 1740s, 
but it wasn’t until almost two 
centuries later that a young 
artist would transform the 
holiday into the delightfully 
raucous party that millions of 
people now enjoy.
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This serendipitous tale 
begins with Blaine Kern 
in 1932. As a young man, 

Blaine served as an apprentice 
to his father, Roy, a Mississippi-
based painter. To get by during 
the Great Depression, Roy took 
jobs painting signs, ships’ names, 
smokestacks, and anything else 
that would help the family make 
ends meet. Who was to know 
that the boy toting supplies and 
washing brushes would forever 
change the face of New Orleans 
Mardi Gras?

A chance encounter between 
Blaine Kern and a local doctor 
sparked the flame that would 
eventually take the city by storm. 
To defray the rising costs of his 
ill mother’s medical bills, Blaine 
offered to paint a mural in the 
hospital where she was being 
treated. His impressive work 
caught the eye of a surgeon, 
who also happened to be the 
Captain of Alla, one of the largest 
parade krewes in New Orleans. 
The doctor contracted Blaine to 
design and build what was to be 
the artist’s first Carnival parade.  
 

With limitless imagination 
and passion, Blaine was a 
natural. Other krewes, like the 
Choctaw, Okeanos and Zulu, 
soon contracted him to create 
their floats. Year after year, he 
continued to produce original 
parade floats, each one grander  
in scope and scale than the last.
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Kern established Blaine 
Kern Studios in 1947, 
and the company 

continues to thrive to this very 
day. The team’s home base 
is the enchanting workshop 
known as Mardi Gras World, 
which has been open to the 
public since the New Orleans 
World’s Fair in 1984. 

“It had always been a 
secretive group of dens where 
my family builds the most 
incredible sculpted props 
and floats in the world,” says 
Blaine’s son, Mardi Gras 
World’s Brian Kern. “But 
there was so much curiosity 
and worldwide interest, we 
opened it up to tours and 
parties – and we’ve never 
looked back.”
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With advancements in technology, 
Mardi Gras World has thrived. 
In the early years of Mardi Gras 

parades, papier mâché was the standard 
method for sculpting props and floats. 
This basic method remains a vital part of 
production even today, but the construction 
process has certainly evolved. Underneath 
the bright outer layers of paint, many of the 
Blaine Kern Studios sculptures are made 
from fiberglass and other durable materials. 
Now, these marvelous artistic creations can 
better tolerate the often-grueling tests of 
time, climate and transport. 

At any given time, thousands of sculpted 
props and floats lay in stock at Mardi Gras 
World. While some creations date back 
over 30 years, the artists and sculptors often 
recycle, reuse and transform elements from 
prior projects, giving them renewed life to 
fit current themes and floats. 

Today, the average float weighs 21 tons and 
costs at least $50,000 to make.
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One of Mardi Gras’ most 
beloved recurring characters 
is the Bacchagator. This 

massive creation holds special meaning 
for Blaine Kern Studios; he was first 
introduced in 1986 during the parade 
for the Krewe of Bacchus, which 
Blaine Kern co-founded. While the 
Bacchagator has undergone  
 

some maintenance and modification 
over the years, he remains a mainstay 
in the Bacchus parade. Today he spans 
four full floats and can carry up to 100 
krewe members. Fiber optic lighting 
and animation help bring  
the endearing gator to life. 
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Artistry and imagination 
are just pieces of the 
Mardi Gras World 

puzzle. Today, the company 
embodies almost every aspect 
of the parade business, from 
idea conception to construction 
to shipping. By keeping 
everything in house, the skilled 
designers, illustrators, sculptors, 
painters and builders at Mardi 
Gras World work together to 
conceptualize their creations 
and bring them to life. 
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Experiencing Mardi 
Gras World is one of the  
most thrilling parts of 

visiting the unforgettable city 
of New Orleans. Guided tours 
begin every half hour from  
9:30 am to 4:30 pm, seven  
days a week.

The all-access Mardi Gras 
World tour begins with the 
elaborate parade costumes. 
While most museums have 
a “hands off ” policy, almost 
nothing is off limits here. 
Visitors are encouraged to try 
these elaborate ensembles on  
for size, snap photos, and  
have fun! 

“Don’t DARE forget your 
camera,” says Brian Kern, 
“because our tours are the  
most tourist-friendly you’ll find 
anywhere. We want folks to 
show their friends and family 
back home what we create  
here!”
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Next, head over to the 
prop shop, where you 
can watch the artists 

designing and constructing – 
you guessed it – parade props. 
These enormous pieces can 
range from oversized trees 
and flowers to larger-than-
life replicas of famous faces to 
whimsical interpretations of 
some of the world’s most storied 
mythical creatures. Talk to the 
creative geniuses who are hard 
at work here. Interact and ask 
them questions. It’s all part of 
the unique Mardi Gras World 
experience.

The float den, the next stop 
on the tour, seems to stretch 
on forever. You won’t know 
where to look first as you enter 
this cavernous warehouse filled 
with dozens of floats at all 
stages of production. Breathe in 
the sights, sounds, and scents 
of the world’s largest parade 
production warehouse. As your 
friendly tour guide walks you 
through this mesmerizing maze, 
you are invited to climb aboard, 
grab some beads, and envision 
yourself as Mardi Gras royalty as 
thousands of parade-goers cheer, 
clap and make noise. 
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As your tour concludes, 
munch on a slice 
of King Cake, the 

traditional Mardi Gras pastry. 
Over 10,000 King Cakes are 
consumed during Carnival 
season in New Orleans. Local 
lore holds that the person who 
finds the small plastic doll baked 
into each sweet treat has to buy 
the next cake and throw the next 
party. Will it be you?
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T oday, over 60 New 
Orleans organizations 
host parades all over 

the city during the twelve days 
leading up to Mardi Gras, 
arguably the city’s biggest draw. 

“With more than 100 parades 
carrying more than 100,000 
riders, countless balls and 
parties, and millions of visitors 
who come to experience it each 
year, Carnival in New Orleans 
is one of the greatest cultural 
celebrations on the planet!” says 
Blaine’s son Barry Kern, CEO 
of Mardi Gras World.

Want more Mardi Gras World? The multi-
purpose space hosts corporate events, 
social parties, concerts, and all sorts of 

celebrations. And with fun team-building activities like 
mini-float building and mask making, guests can get 
their hands dirty and see if they have what it takes to  
be a Mardi Gras master.
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Year after year, the Kerns 
and their extended 
Mardi Gras World 

family are delighted to welcome 
visitors both new and returning. 

“It’s Mardi Gras here all year-
round,” Brian Kern says, “and  
we looove to show off!” 
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www.MardiGrasWorld.com

Mardi Gras World is located at 1380 Port of New Orleans Place, on the riverfront 
next to the Ernest N. Morial Convention Center. We are open seven days a week from 

9:30 am to 4:30 pm, and our tours begin every half hour. We also organize parties, 
parades, private events, and team-building workshops. 
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Welcome to Mardi Gras World, one of the most exciting and fun attractions in 

New Orleans. Here, some of the world’s top creative minds collaborate to churn out 

thousands of jaw-dropping parade floats, whimsical props and festive  

costumes each year. 

Open to the public, Mardi Gras World takes the mask off of Mardi Gras. Visitors get  

a hands-on, behind-the-scenes peek into the parade-building process. Come inside  

and experience what it takes to create the unmatched, devil-may-care revelry of one  

of the most exhilarating celebrations in the world.

www.MardiGrasWorld.com


