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What about Belize?  
Where did you dive there?
All along the barrier reef. But I’ve not 
done the famous Blue Hole. You see 
nurse sharks, tarpon, barracuda, turtles 
and a zillion small, brightly colored fish, 
so thick in the water sometimes you 
can’t see where you’re going.

What was special about the 
diving o! Moyo Island?
The clarity of the water in Indonesia is 
the best I’ve encountered. It’s astound-
ing. The water is almost not there.

Of course, diving isn’t always just 
about tropical fish and colorful 
coral. You’ve had a chance to 
dive World War II wreckage sites.  
What was that like?
I sat in the driver’s seat of a World War II 
Jeep on the deck of a sunken ship 120 
feet down, put my flippers on the pedals 
and tried to turn the steering wheel. It 
was off Moyo. 

What’s the strangest or most  
exotic thing you’ve encountered 
when diving?
Being surrounded by 30 or 40 six-foot 
Galapagos sharks. You know they’re 
harmless, but even so… 

WHITEWATER RAFTING

Whitewater rafting is another 
one of your favorite activities. Is 
the adrenaline factor, maybe 
even the element of danger, part 
of why you enjoy it so much?
Actually, my favorite trip was quite 
gentle. We rafted down from beneath 
Dhaulagiri in Nepal to the Karnali River, 
through pristine forest inhabited by ti-
gers. There were only three or four rap-
ids on which you might get flipped. The 
rest of the time you drift gently along, 
admiring the scenery and the birds. I 
also canoed down the Zambezi, which 
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was wonderful, very tranquil, with as-
tonishing birdlife, elephants. But then 
you run into a pod of hippos and it sud-
denly gets dangerous.

Tell us about your experience 
rafting at Victoria Falls.
I found it fairly alarming. Some of the 
holes you fall into are enormous. But it 
depends on the time of year. When the 
river is full, then the volume of water 
smooths out the rapids. It’s when the 
river is low that it becomes seriously 
scary. You drop into great chasms and 
it’s impossible not to get flipped. I must 
say, I don’t really like the idea of being 
in a class V rapid with the raft on top of 
me. I’ve had this experience and I don’t 
need it again.

“...a tiger came 
down to the river 
to drink about  
50 feet away.”
Where’s a place to raft that  
might be more appropriate  
for the whole family?
In Belize. You raft on the Macal River 
down from Chaa Creek to the town of 
San Ignacio. It’s incredibly peaceful; a 
wonderful trip for kids. There are lots 
of tropical birds and you can get out and 
swim in the pools.

Have you done any longer, 
multiday rafting trips? 
The Nepal trip took four days and I 
camped on sandbanks at night. One 
night I was sitting by the fire with some 
Sherpas and a tiger came down to the 
river to drink about 50 feet away. It just 
looked at us and then turned around 
and walked slowly off into the forest. 
You could hear its feet crunching the 
dry leaves for two or three minutes.

HORSEBACK RIDING

Images of horseback riding are 
often most associated with 
America’s west, yet you have had 
the opportunity to ride against 
many other of the world’s diverse 
backdrops as well.
I enjoy horses as a way of getting around 
in nature. You are part of it. My favorite 
riding trip was in the Okavango, sur-
rounded by wild animals. You can actu-
ally canter along with a herd of giraffe. 
Running into a lion pride can be a little 
exciting, however.

The western U.S. seems like a 
particularly choice riding spot 
since it’s so reminiscent of the 
days of horse travel and saloons 
and other symbols of the Wild 
West. What’s your favorite place 
to ride there?
I loved riding from Smith Fork Ranch in 
Colorado, going up to 14,000 feet in the 
San Juan range.

Argentina is equally well-known 
for its cowboy (gaucho) culture.
Yes, Argentina is great riding country. I 
did a gaucho trip there once, sleeping 
on a sheepskin in the open air, wrapped 
up in a poncho, and drinking mate tea 
from a gourd. The Argentines are the 
world’s greatest horse people. Go to the 
Argentine Open Polo Championship if 
you don’t believe me. But they’re a bit 
too tough on the animals for my taste. 
I’m squeamish when it comes to horses.

Youngsters love horseback riding,  
too, which makes it something  
pretty much everyone can do. 
Definitely. My grandchildren loved rid-
ing from Chaa Creek in Belize. It’s 
through the forest and you try to sneak 
up on the howler monkeys. The toucans 
are always a thrill.

Argentina


